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Section 1 - Geography

Content Focus
South Carolina’s six
geographical regions

On pages 4-5 of
read about the geography of South Carolina and look at the map of the
state’s six geographical regions.
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Background
Information

Also, read about the geography of the Upstate on page 4 of
.

Curriculum Tie-in & Opening Discussion

After reading the short passages and reviewing the map of
South Carolina’s six geographic regions, have your students identify
the region in which your school is located. What are some of the
geographical features of the area? How would students answer the
question differently if they lived in Charleston, Greenville, Aiken, or
some other areas of the state?
The map to the right
shows the major interstates
of South Carolina.
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Activity:

A Trip Across
South Carolina

Ask your students to
use this map (or any road
map of South Carolina) to
plan a trip across the state.
For example, what route
would a person take to
travel from Greenville to
Charleston. How about
from Charleston to
Florence?
As they plan their
trip, your students should identify which geographical regions they
will cross through, and how the geography of South Carolina will
change during their travels. What major features will they encounter
(i.e. rivers, landforms, beaches, mountains, etc.), and what impact does the
geography have on the areas your students will travel through?
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Content Focus
Purpose & role of government
— local, state, & national

On pages 12-14 of
read about the downtown area of Greenville, South Carolina.
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Curriculum Tie-in & Opening Discussion

Ask your students to consider the term “downtown”. The
literal definition for this term is a “town center” or the “business
district”. Ask your students to list words or phrases that come to mind
when they hear the term “downtown” (possible answers: stores, shopping,
tall buildings, crowds, etc.).
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A thriving downtown is a sign of a healthy city or town. Local
governments will go to great lengths—and spend large sums of
money—to make their downtown areas appealing to businesses and
the general public. As a class, brainstorm the steps that local
governments will take (i.e. tax incentives, renovations, landscaping, historical
preservation, etc.), and what they hope will be gained from that
“investment”

Activity:

The Role of
Government

In the opening discussion, your students examined the efforts of
local government to help downtown areas. In many cases, it’s difficult to
decide exactly what the role of government should be. Below is a list of
duties that could be the responsibility of the government, or that of the
people. As a class, consider if these items are completely, partially, or
not at all the responsibility of the government (and at what level of
government—local, state, or federal). How has this list changed throughout
the years? Also, discuss the pros and cons of government involvement.

Item

Education

Road Construction / Maintenance
Health Care

National Defense (Military)
Job Security

Living Arrangements (Housing)
Public Safety (police, fire dept. etc.)
Ethical Business Practices

Complete Responsibility
of the Government

Partial Responsibility
of the Government

Complete Responsibility
of the People

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__

__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
__
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Content Focus
Role of goods & services in
South Carolina’s economy

On page 10 of
read about the relationship between transportation systems and the
economy near the city of Greenville.

PL
E

Background
Information

Curriculum Tie-in & Opening Discussion

The opening passage talks about how important highways and
airports are to the economy of an area. Ask your students if they’ve
ever noticed large trucks driving along the interstates (all of your
students will probably answer “yes” to this question). Discuss what is
probably being carried in all of those trucks.

The truth is that the trucks on the interstate are carrying a wide
variety of goods (i.e. food, office supplies, furniture, machinery, raw
materials, and much more). As a class, discuss how the road system in
South Carolina is crucial in helping people receive goods and services.
What would happen to the economy if businesses could only use “back
roads” (i.e. no interstates or highways)?
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Many of the businesses in the Upstate are international (Michelin,
BMW, Bosch, Lockheed Martin, Fluor Engineering) and sell to customers
around the world. Why does that make it critical to have efficient
interstates, railroads, and airports?

Activity:

Business in the
Community

Have your students research some of the major businesses in your
area of the state. Have them answer some of these questions (this is a
good time to do an “internet scavenger hunt”):
1) What kinds of goods or services does the company provide?
2) Who uses the company’s goods and services? Where can those users be found?
3) Where is the company’s central headquarters? Why does it not produce all of its goods and
services there?
4) How many employees does the company have locally, and how does that contribute to the
local economy?
5) Aside from their goods and services, in what other ways does the company contribute to the
local community?
6) What would be the impact to the area if the company went out of business?

As a class, go over the questions listed above. How would the
answers change if you were discussing a “small company” (less than 50
people). Can the hundreds of small companies that exist in an area have
the same impact as a large company?
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The South Carolina
Sandhills Region
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The Sandhills region was once
the coast of South Carolina. The
materials that make up the soil
were left by the ocean millions of
years ago. The sandy soils and
hills here were once dune and
beach deposits.
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That was about twenty million
years ago, and it explains why
the soil is so sandy from Aiken
to Bennettsville. The fall line
is also a part of the geography
of the Sandhills. At the fall line,
water drops from higher land to lower land. Canals
were built there and communities developed because of
the availability of water and water transportation.

6

Carolina Children

This is the Columbia
Canal. It is part of a
power plant that was
built in 1896 and it is
still used today. The
early textile mills in the
region used the energy
that the falling water
provided. I believe
that is pretty incredible
when I think about it!
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Dad works just a short walk away from our home. He doesn’t drive to work
unless it is raining really hard. He can do much of his work at home but he
teaches classes on campus. He says he has the greatest job in the world.
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USC has over 27,000 students so it brings many people to Columbia. The
university is more than 200 years old and it even survived the Civil War.
There was just one building in the beginning, in 1806, and it was on the
property where eleven buildings now form the Horseshoe.

What a beautiful place it is!
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Sometimes Dad and I go to the
Melton Observatory on the USC
campus. The admission is free
and you can see all kinds of
things there. At night you can
see stars, constellations, even
the Andromeda Galaxy! Comets,
asteroids, and meteorites have been observed there.
It’s another great part of the University, in addition to the
exciting football and basketball games!

Carolina Children
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Blue Ridge

Piedmont

Sandhills
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Inner Coastal
Plain

Outer Coastal
Plain
Coastal
Zone

There are six geographic regions of South Carolina. Georgia borders
South Carolina to the southwest; North Carolina is on the northeast
side of the state. The Atlantic Ocean meets our coastline to the
southeastern side of the state.
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Let me tell you about my home and my
life as a South Carolinian.
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I am in the third grade at Bell’s
Crossing Elementary. It is named
for John Henry Bell who once
owned much land in this area.

Bell’s Crossing Elementary is only a few years old: it is a beautiful building and
we plan to keep it that way. We have the most incredible teachers
and staff and learning is always fun at our school.
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We are a Baldrige school
so we get a “Total Quality”
education. Our Hands on
Science program is offered
in only three schools in
the state. We have won
honors like the Exemplary
Writing Award and we have
done some really great
plays like Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory. Even
more impressive is the way
our parents work together
in a PTA with 100% membership. I know that there
are excellent schools in the Piedmont region, and in
South Carolina, but Bell’s Crossing Elementary would
be hard to beat!

I am a proud Bell’s Crossing Eagle!
Carolina Children
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I live with my parents and my brother. My dad works at Michelin;
it is a company that makes tires. He is French and grew up in France.

Michelin

BMW

My mom works at BMW; that’s a company that makes cars. I bet you
aren’t surprised to find out that our car is a BMW with Michelin tires on it!
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We live in a house in a subdivision with lots of houses
and we have lots of friends nearby. We can always find
someone to play with.

My brother and I play on soccer teams during spring and
summer. I also take piano lessons. My brother wants to
take guitar lessons, but our parents told him that he has to
wait until he is twelve. He is impatiently waiting to be older!
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We love to go to downtown.
There are so many things to see.
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Sometimes we walk the beautiful tree lined
streets and sometimes we take the trolley.

Dad says he can almost
imagine that he is in Paris
when he goes to this sidewalk
café. The Tuxedo Truffle
Mousse there is exquis!

Day or night, lots of people are found in downtown Greenville.
Carolina Children
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